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WRITE. PLAY. ACHIEVE.

We are a sports-based youth development organization providing programs that improve health, academic

achievement, and well-being of youth living in Chicago's most under resourced neighborhoods.
We currently work in 13, K-8th grade schools across the west and southwest sides of the city.

Mission
The mission of America SCORES Chicago is o inspire youth to lead healthy lives, be engaged students, and
have the confidence and character fo make a difference in the world. We achieve this mission through daily
after school and summer programming that combines soccer, poetry, and service-learning.

Vision
America SCORES Chicago envisions a world where all youth find their voice,
achieve their goals, and unleash their full potential.
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OBJECTIVES

SOCCER
Active Bodies

POETRY

« Improve Participants’ Literacy Skills and Habits Active Minds

+ Improve Students’ Eating and Fitness Habits and Aerobic Capacity

+ Achieve Character Development and Social/Emotional Learning

- Increase Students’ Level of Civic Engagement COMMUNITY
SERVICE
Active Community
Members

Staying

CONNECTED

IN isolation

91%
83%

of youth reported program satisfaction.
of students felt a sense of tfeam or group identity.

of students felt that adults leading programs really understood them and their lives
outside of the program.

86%

of students felt that adults leading programs encouraged them fo work through
difficult problems.

87%

of students felt that adults leading programs supported them in reflecting on their

progress fowards goals.
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| loved how eager the students were to write and share their poems and ideas.
| was pleasantly surprised when they all popped up shortly after | opened the link. As cynical and fickle as middle schoolers can
be, they were ready to go and left reminding me to open the right link Wednesday (I did have to take a few friendly jibes)...
During team time, we had an open discussion and for the first time ever, a youn? third grader told me "l want to be president!"
It brought me so much joy to hear our youths aspirations and goals!...One of the shier girls unmuted and tried doing the
opening activity while ¢ appin? and snapﬁing the beat. She was very nervous, but she made the attempt!...Dulce was very
happy and expressed the lack of activities she does at home and how excited she is to be active and learning soccer...During our
warm up, all the athletes participated to their fullest! We also had a ton of fun doing

the "If | had a million dollars" activity...|
loved how excited he was

to be in the lesson, he says

he has not been able to AMERICA SCORES CHICAGO do what he loves which is
being active because of MESSAGE FROM COVID, and he said this
really raised his spirits, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR and that is genuinely what
| am in this field for - to , , make kids haprand want
. The 20-21 school year was a year like no other. When our city (and the world) . .
more and to dO more W,Ith first came fo a standstill in March of last year, | draffed a message to our thel_l’ tlme"‘A I StUdentS
were engaged and active team focused on the many ways that unique challenges can create unique dU“ng the warm up and
cool down...| liked how opportunities for growth and innovation. | had no idea at the time how much the the students were heIplng
o' ' past18months would challenge and change us all. poems...One student has

a really bad stutter, and it S o o was nice to see himengage
Our team didn't just pivot, they performed programmatic pirouettes; migrating

and speak out. In a class [bhelitlilmgunatind . o . with more students, he
. . y in Action training, curricula, and program delivery into a virtual ]

tendsto be qmet, butsince format in less than a month.This enabled us o provide nearly 13,000 hours of It was only three of us he

felt more comfortable... programs over the school year. We saw measurable growth across multiple areas One h|ghl|ght was after

Andre read a |ine from of social emotional learning during a time when it seemed impossible, and while the oem, he said, "That's

personification," . howwe measured the impact of our programs over the past year changed, made me pTOUd that he

could jUSt know it and RS commitment fo being a frusted community partner for families and schools be confident enouah to

say it aloud to the other |SSREE students...One hi% light

wa§ Jamere .recaIIin?. da Recognizing the urgency of the moment, we identified and secured new tir_ne W_hen he dea t with
racism. PIaylng = funding opportunities to deepen our impact over the next five years, through with frlends, a friend of
a friend said Something the expansion of our program services into five new fully operating 21st Century derogatoryl and Jamere

kept his cool and let him Communl'lwi‘rySthiols.lTh.is er(;c;ﬁ!edrs fo e>.<;§nd our LiferccydinAc.ﬁon ?rc;groT ' know that that wasn't
R LR @ ocross all grade levels in addition o providing wrap around services fo families at - RS F I PPN SN AP R

a time of historical need in the school communities that we serve. : : :
understand...The athletes did a great job answering

questions about how Looking ahead to the coming school year, I'm proud of the growth and outcome | strike a ball!...They
were very engaged in goals that our feam has set amidst a landscape that continues fo change daily. the discussion about
service learni ng - Itisnt going to be easy but whether we realized it or not, we've trained for this. were rea”y en'oying
the conversation...Poet- And like any team preparing for a big match, we will breathe deep, exhale slowly, athletes enjoyed drlg)blmg
in and out Of cones. We and continue to leverage the power of teamwork to create the healing centered also had races to see who

: : spaces in schools that all of our young people deserve.
could dribble in and out of cones the fastest...Every

S Toaall of our coaches - you are the heartbeat of the work that we do.The energy, |1 e

. . ... love and innovation that you brought fo every writing workshop, soccer practice, for me to see if they were
doing them correctly... and afterschool activity over the past year kept our poet-athletes safe, active, Students are eagerto |eam

SRR R LI T[]  on< engaged at atime when they needed it most. shared their ideas about
how they would U Toadllofour supporters - thank you for your confinued commitment to our mission the ne'?hborhOOd by

S . " andithe communities that we serve.Your support made all of our work and gangsters/trash, and help
Sl e growth over the past year possible. the pandemic..The kids
loved the yoga exercise. They mentioned that the
exercise will heIp the To all of our young people and poet-athletes - we see you. We see your students With bad attitudes
. perseverance and creativity, and are in awe of your resilience. As we look ahead
FO caIm down, In SChOOI o a brighter, more equitable future we know that it will be you leading the way StUdentS : have . grgatly
|anrboved their debemg and we are here for it. gnd paslsmg skills since
the beginning of America cores...| just want to give
“clc e il To hope & healing, who participated in the

soccer exercises and made
skills...One of our students
it comes to practices and
Her commitment to the

an attemptto try many new
is still trying 110% when
trying out new exercises.
program is very clear and
should get distinctive recognition besides just
an award....| will say the positive  attitude  that
Evelyn disEIayed throughout the season was incredible. She definitely rolled through the punches and kept her head up
whenever her teammates wouldn't show up for practice...A highlight from this session was that despite Millard being the only
poet-athlete to show up, her participation skills never diminished. In fact, she took on the role of completing the team poem.



